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Abstract:

African fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) is invasive outside its native range and is now spreading in wildlands in Hawaii, Arizona and California. While fountain grass is increasing in California, its potential range and impacts on local communities have not been determined.  The use of a climate-matching model to predict potential for spread of fountain grass in California showed that areas that support coastal sage scrub (CSS) communities are climatologically favorable for fountain grass.  Model results are being further refined to include other factors such as soil, slope and aspect.  Preliminary analysis of 2009 vegetation data from transects in 3 counties in southern California showed a measured decline in native species richness in plots with high fountain grass cover.  Repeated sampling in 2010 will strengthen the dataset in order to make recommendations to land managers regarding impacts of fountain grass in southern California.
